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colours, materials and symbols related to the Indian aesthetic. In this context the Potomac River 

plays a particularly important role. 

All of the presentations are aimed to the wisdom of and traditional knowledge of cosmology, 

philosophy, the structure of the Universe and the spiritual relationships between the mankind and 

the nature. All of these metaphors give views to the insight of the life of the indigenous people. Be-

sides, it shows the equal value of the cultures of the world.  

At present the museum has ± DFFRUGLQJ�³,&20�&RGH�RI�(WKLFV IRU�0XVHXPV´�DQG�DOO�RI�WKRVH�
rules ± really an important task particularly in order to develop its educational function and the in-

ter-action with all the groups of our world-wide society. Museum Ethics is one of the most signifi-

cant tools to deal with all of other the tasks and functions of a Museum. 
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1
. This is also the problem when we consider the development of Museums and World Herit-

age Sites concerning educational intentions. The laws and conditions have changed rapidly, the so-

calOHG�8QLYHUVXP�KDV�HQODUJHG�WR�D�³0XOWL-8QLYHUVDO´��WKH�VLJQDOV�ZKLFK�FRPH�IURP�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�
museum have to be explained in a contemporary way and the recent observations show us on the 

one hand all of the issues related to Museums and Heritage Sites as an integral source, and on the 

other hand we should use them for new perspectives. 1HYHUWKHOHVV��OHW¶V�VWDUW�ZLWK�WKH�+LVWRU\�RI�WKH�
World Heritage Concept.  

7KH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�OLVW�ZLWK�WKH�³6HYHQ�:RQGHUV�RI�WKH�:RUOG´�LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�ZRUOG�LV�QRW�YHU\�
difficult. These were distinguished constructions or Works of Art which spread a great majesty. The 

Pyramids of Egypt, the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, the Temple of Artemis in Ephesus, the reli-

gious symbol of the Olympic Zeus created by the famous master of sculpture, the great  Phidias, the 

Mausoleum of Halikarnassos, the Colossus of Rhodos and the Lighthouse on the Island of Patras. 

Those involved the so-FDOOHG�³0DJLF�6HYHQ´��DSSDUHQWO\�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�EXLOGLQJV�LQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�
times. Further periods added other Wonders of the World ± as for example the Colosseum in 

Rome/Italy or the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul/Turkey.  

The first of these Wonders of the World has been existed than almost five thousands of years. 

It is the pyramids of Gizeh in Egypt. Particularly the Pyramids are until now the eminent criterion 

IRU�D�³:RQGHU�RI�WKH�:RUOG´2
.  

The Declaration of UNESCO World Heritage Sites ± is a kind of continuation of this early 

sites related to both cultural and natural heritage. History  of the World Heritage Concept and the 

UNESCO-Conventions 

7KH� WHUP�³&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH´�GDWHV�EDFN� WR�+HQUL-%DSWLVWH�*UpJRLUH� �����-1831), bishop of 

Blois in France. After the French Revolution he accused 1794 in an essay the damaging and de-

struction of works of art. Already since �����WKH�WHUP�³FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH´�ZDV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�D�TXHs-

WLRQQDLUH�RI�WKH�$FDGpPLH�IUDQoDLV� 
The World Heritage focused on UNESCO World Heritage Sites has its manifestation in the 

uniqueness as an exceptional Site of Culture or Nature. This must be linked to the Memory of the 
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World. Its exemplary function is the knowledge of the consciousness of the World and a kind of 

pedagogy that includes both the authentic place and the natural environment into education.  

The authentic site plays a key-role. Already in the late 19th century John Ruskin and William 

Morris involved authentic sites in their strategies for research and education. Following Morris we 

can ascertain a total reform of life and the humanistic values of the civilized World by the Arts. A 

contemporary approach should be expanded concerning the democratization of culture ± related to 

all groups of society. John Ruskin (1819-1900), social philosopher, author, critic of the arts and pro-

fessor for art history in Oxford/Great Britain developed a kind of ³VRFLDO-HWKLFV´�DQG�SURYLGHG�JUHDW�
influence to the life of art in his epoch. He was convinced from the idea that the arts should never 

EH�LPSRUWDQW�E\�WKHPVHOYHV��0XFK�PRUH�WKH�DUW�VKRXOG�EH�D�³PHGLDWRU´�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EH�DQ�HPEHOOLVh-

ment and an enhancement for the life of everybody
3
. William Morris (1834-1896) was convinced 

from the idea to influence the people by a practical influence and a changing perception of the arts, 

at all. He saw the relationship between the industrialization, the crisis in the social life, the sense for 

the arts and the aesthetics. He intended a reform in the arts and the social issues, the humanization 

of the civilized world and the development of museums and other cultural sites
4
. During the 20th 

century sciences, technologies and mass-communication have likewise supported the global con-

nections linking values of humanity as a whole. All of these notions of globalism concern and affect 

museums and challenge the creativity of museum experts.  

In May 1954 ± 160 years later ± the so-called Hague-Convention for the Protection of Cultur-

al Property in the Event of Armed Conflict was codified. It was intended to the protection of cultur-

al heritage in general, particularly on the circumstances of wars and international conflicts. In its 

preamble the Hague Convention says that each damage of cultural property concerning single 

groups of population at the same time means a destruction of the cultural heritage of the whole 

PDQNLQG��³'DPDJH�WR�FXOWXUDO�SURSHUW\��EHORQJLQJ�WR�DQ\�SHRSOH�ZKDWVRHYer, means damage to the 

cultural heritage of all mankind, since each person contributes to the culture of the whole man-

NLQG´5
. 1972, the Meeting in Asuncion/Paraguay and the Ratification of the World Heritage Con-

cept brought an elaboration of the characterLVWLFV�RI�ZKDW�³:RUOG�+HULWDJH´�VKRXOG�EH� 
Context and Aims of the UNESCO- World Heritage Program 

The immediate impulse to a creation of a UNESCO-Convention for the protection of the Cul-

tural and Natural Heritage of the World was given on the occasion of the construction of the 

Assuan-dam (1960) in Abu Simbel/ Nubia/South of Egypt, as a prestige project on the memory of 

the Egyptian King Ramses II. was established under President Nasser
6
. At that time many historical 

monuments of the Ancient Egypt were in danger to be destroyed. Therefore the UNESCO started a 

support-program and moved the Egyptian monuments of Assuan to a better-situated location in the 

inner part of the country. 

This was really a serious impulse to pay generally much more attention to the endangered ma-

terial heritage all over the world. Out of that also arose ideas for one of the most important scientific 

projects of UNESCO that is dedicated to the Masterpieces of the World Heritage. It is closely relat-

ed to Museums and Museology. As we remember already Article 1 of the Statutes of the Interna-

tional Council of Museums related to the Name and the Legal Status of a Museum says something 

about the intentions of Museology and preservation
7
.  

1972 the UNESCO-Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 

Heritage was ratified and 1975 finally brought into existence. This Convention characterised the 

different facets of the World Heritage and cultural properties: tangible Masterpieces, famous build-
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ings, monuments etc. cultural and natural important sites ± sometimes including collections used as 

museums. Above that it related also to the manifoldness of the kinds of Heritage. 

81(6&2�:RUOG�+HULWDJH��³0HPRU\�RI�WKH�:RUOG´��02:��DQG�(GXFDWLRQ 1998 started the 

LQLWLDWLYH�³3URFODPDWLRQ�RI�0DVWHUSLHFHV�RI�WKH�2UDO�DQG�,QWDQJLEOH�+HULWDJH�RI�+XPDQLW\´8
 that is 

also closely connected to museums, monuments and memorial sites. This idea enlarged the term 

from the earlier meaning of only material (tangible) to the immaterial (intangible) heritage. 2001 

ZHUH�DW�WKH�ILUVW�WLPH�LQFOXGHG�RXWVWDQGLQJ�H[DPSOHV�RI�WKH�³,QWDQJLEOH�+HULWDJH�RI�WKH�+XPDQLW\´�
from 19 different countries. The UNESCO-Proclamation 2003 took further Masterpieces of 60 

states of the world on its list. Those objects belongLQJ�WR�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DQG�LQWHUFXOWXUDO�³&ROOHc-

WLRQ�RI� WKH�:RUOG´�DUH� LQ� WKH�PDMRULW\� VLWXDWHG� LQ�PXVHXPV�DQG�SDUWLFXODUO\�KLJKOLJKWHG�DQG�DGe-

quately signified.9 Concerning the collection-policy for museums arose the fact that not only ob-

jects of material value but much more the immaterial intangible heritage became of high importance 

like  customs, rituals, music, theatre, dance, written and visual sources, literature etc.). Museums 

were explained  to be on the one hand experts and interpreters of the Heritage and on the other hand 

its protectors. Particularly Museums are responsible for science and research and above that for ed-

ucation of the people of all levels of society. Memory of the World WKH�³0HPRU\�RI�WKH�ZRUOG´�LV�RI�
particular importance. It is in the UNESCO-program since 1992. I includes:  

± valuable books  

± hand-writings ± as e.g. from monasteries all over the world  

± scores  

± unique specimen  

± documents of pictures, sound and films The German Project of World Heritage Education 

2006 the Resolution of the German UNESCO-Commission was realized.  Article 7 related to the 

management plans for World Heritage Sites but much more to the expectations of local or regional 

coordinators. Besides, there was the request to international partnerships and the appeal for the pro-

motion of World Heritage Sites in an international context. 2008/2009 the Federal Republic of Ger-

many initiated a specific financial program for World Heritage Sites in Germany. Confintea Target 

Groups on World Heritage Education World Heritage Education is not only directed to children and 

\RXQJ�SHRSOH��PXFK�PRUH�³WR�VRFLDO�JURXSV�RI�HYHU\�DJH��$OO�RI�WKHP�DUH�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�:RUOG�+HUit-
DJH�6LWH�DV�DQ�³DXWKHQWLF�SODFH´��7KRVH�+HULWDJH�6LWHV�DUH�PRUH�WKDQ�0XVHXPV�DQG�0HHWLQJ-Places. 

Many people visit such an authentic place in order to deal with the unique history and the cultural or 

natural area because of its excellence. World Heritage Sites are concerning their possibilities in partic-

LSDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG�D�NLQG�RI�³2XWGRRU�0XVHXP´�RU�DQ�³(QYLURQPHQW�0XVHXP´��DQG�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�
KDQG�D�³6LWH�IRU��(GXFDWLRQ´�UHODWHG�WR��SHRSOH�RI�DOO�OHYHOV�RI�VRFLHW\��DJHV�DQG�PLOLHXV��7KH\�DUH�LGHDO�
testimonies regarded to their spiritual contents. They are also philosophical verifications of the idea of 

life-long-OHDUQLQJ��&XOWXUHV��LQ�WKLV�UHJDUG�KDYH�WKH�FKDQFH�IRU�³GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ´��,Q�D�SDUWLFular way 

³&XOWXUDO�7RXULVP´�IRFXVHG�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�RQ�WKH�VXSSRUW�E\�HWKLFDO�UXOHV10
. 

The International Meeting on the Chair for Museology, History and Tourism at State Peda-

gogical Academy in Barnaul/Russian Federation and Altai Region is in this concern an excellent 

example. Altai Region and Baikal Lake are models for World Natural Heritage according to the 

UNESCO Conventions. 

There is a very remarkable conFOXVLRQ�LQ�WKH�³'HFODUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�RI�0u-

VHXPV��,&20��DQG�WKH�³:RUOG�)HGHUDWLRQ�RI�)ULHQGV�RI�0XVHXPV´��:))0��IRU�³:RUOGZLGH�6Xs-

WDLQDEOH�&XOWXUDO�7RXULVP´11
. 7KHUH�ZDV�³7KH�'D\�IRU�7KH�2SHQ�3XEOLF�0RQXPHQW´�DV�DQRWKHU�Xn-

                                                           

8  http://www.unesco.org/heritage/html_eng/index_en.shtml. 
9
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dertaking (EuropHDQ�+HULWDJH�'D\V����������6HSWHPEHU��������,WV�PDLQ�WRSLF�ZDV�³+LVWRULFDO�6LWHV�
DV�3ODFHV�RI�(QMR\PHQW´��$JDLQ�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW� WDUJHW�JURXSV�SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ�� ,Q�FRQWUDU\� WR�PDQ\�
RWKHU�HYHQWV� WKHUH�ZDV�H[SOLFLWO\�D�³0XVHXP�&XOWXUH´�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�D�ORQHO\ ³(YHQW�&XOWXUH´��
7KH�³2SHQ�0RQXPHQW´�LV�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�D�SODFH�IRU�DQ�HYHQW��0LFKDHO�3HW]HW��WKH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�
International Committee of International Committee for Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), focused 

on the issue that this is an important way of understanding culture and history. 

7KHUH�ZDV�DQRWKHU�DSSURDFK��WRR��7KH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�0XVHXP�'D\������KDG�WKH�PRWWR��³0u-

VHXPV�DQG�7RXULVP´�� ,W�ZDV�LQWHQGHG�WR�EULQJ�0XVHXPV�DQG�6RFLHW\�FORVHU�WRJHWKHU��7KLV�ZDV�RQ�
the one hand by interactive events of Museum experts and Volunteers with the visitors of different 

target groups.  It was on the other hand intended to get experience of the cultural heritage in Muse-

XPV�WKHPVHOYHV��EXW�DOVR�³RXWGRRU´�RI�WKH�PXVHXPV��7KH�0XVHXPV�KDYH�LQ�WKLV�FRQFHUQ�WKH�VSecific 

task to arrange various perspectives to the social life by the help of World Heritage Sites of the local 

or regional areas.This means e.g. to set up the history of a town or to topics which are of importance 

for the society. For some of the most regions and areas of Siberia the Heritage will promote to sta-

bility and social-economic development. The idea of an so-FDOOHG� ³2XWGRRU-0XVHXP´� LV� H[LVWLQJ�
already since a very long time. This is a contemporary possibility of an approach to monuments and 

objects in a communicative context. Germany, in comparison, belongs with about forty areas of 

World Heritage Sites to the important Nations on the UNESCO World Heritage List Article 7 

shows in the Manual also another important point. This is the work in the field of education closely 

connected with World Heritage Sites.  This task means particularly that World Heritage Sites 

should become places for Education. It is not only directed to children and young people. Rather 

everybody should find an intercultural approach to the own history, to the history of other nations 

and intercultural relationship as well as to the history of the earth
12

. 

At the beginning a Heritage Site was particularly named because of the reputation for a coun-

try, and at the same time as an excellent monument which should be saved and protected. Each of 

these monuments should be considered as an important building in the context of World Heritage 

and at the same time as a heritage of the whole mankind. During the past years developed another 

perspective. World Heritage Sites were intended to become locations with a specific mission for 

education. Therefore a World Heritage Site has to develop an infra-structure as a seat of learning
13

. 

Besides, until now there is a lack of concepts for education and the connection of World Heritage 

Sites to Museums.  

Lorsch as a specific Mission for Education 2008 was a very important initiative at the 

UNESCO-World Heritage Site of the Monastery of Lorsch in Germany promoted by an interdisci-

plinary group of experts and professors of different Universities. These experts discussed at the first 

time how the mission of education, didactics, teaching and communication could become combined 

and realized. 7KH�JURXS� FDPH� WR� WKH� ILUVW� VLJQLILFDQW� FRQFOXVLRQ�� �7KH� WHUP�³:HOWHUEHSlGDJRJLN´�
�³:RUOG�+HULWDJH�3HGDJRJ\´��LV�QRW�DV�SUHFLVHO\�DV�H[SHFWHG��:KDW�ZH�QHHG�LV�PXFK�PRUH�D�WHUP�
that is on an international standard. As a result the term World Heritage Education came into exist-

HQFH� LQVWHDG� RI� ³3HGDJRJ\´� In future two topics should be connected with and realized at 

UNESCO World Heritage sites: on the one hand objectives of education and on the other hand the 

preservation of historical monuments. Above that, World Heritage Sites should be developed ade-

quately to Museums (ICOM/UNESCO). Already at presence such a definition relates to authentic 

places of history and to historical monuments. The term Education must be associated to various 

target-groups. Education correlates not only to children and young people rather more to people of 

all age groups in the sense of a life-long-learning. Besides, only to relate to didactics would be a 

reduced quantity. In this concern World Heritage Education may not to be diminished to historical 
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monuments or the term for any Sites. Cultural ± Natural ± Universal There are certain criteria for 

World Heritage related to different fields. Each member state of UNESCO can propose cultural 

sites to be included on a tentative list. These sites have to fulfil at least one of a list of conditions 

towards the World Heritage Committee, as either cultural or natural assets. While cultural property 

is a consideration that puts more emphasis on masterpieces and the development of buildings or ar-

chitectural ensembles, outstanding testaments to lost cultures, exceptional examples of human set-

tlements. ,Q�WKH�SDVW�&XOWXUDO�+HULWDJH�ZDV�PRVWO\�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�REMHFWV�RI�³DGYDQFHG�FLYLOL]DWLRQ´��
Nowadays items of the everybody-life-culture and folk or folkloristic arts are also included. In this 

concern a closer relationship to smaller regional and local museums and to the heritage of specific 

regions became of importance. The manifoldness of World Heritage is related to different fields of 

Human Culture world-wide. Each member state of the UNESCO can suggest extraordinary cultural 

sites ± DQG�LQ�WKH�ZLGHVW�VHQVH�³REMHFWV´�± to be put on a tentative list. Those sites have to fulfil at 

least one of the following conditions in the history of civilisation ± either as cultural or as natural 

assets. Cultural Heritage ± Criteria Cultural heritage must fulfil many conditions:  

± to be representative for the human creative genius;  (Kaiserdom Aachen)  

± to exert influence, over a long period or in a cultural area of the world, on the developments 

in architecture, town planning or landscape design, as well as large-scale sculptural projects; 

± to bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization 

which is living or which has disappeared, 

± to be an outstanding example of a type of building or architectural ensemble which illus-

trates (a) significant stage(s) in human history, 

± to be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement which is representative of a 

culture, 

± to be associated with events or living traditions, with ideas, or with beliefs, with artistic and 

literary works of outstanding universal significance.  

It is therefore of unique artificial evidence, may be a master-piece of a creative spirit. It was over a 

long period of great influence to a cultural area of the World, may be the  development of architecture, 

the urban advancement or the progress in shaping of the landscape. Above that significant projects in the 

VFXOSWXUDO�DUHD�SOD\�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH��$QRWKHU�SRLQW�LV�WKH�³REMHFW´�DV�DQ�Hxtraordinary witness of a lost 

civilization or in the intangible field a characteristic cultural tradition.  There is perhaps a particular ex-

ample of a building or an architectural ensemble representing an epoch in the history of civilization. 

UNESCO World Heritage in Latin American Countries The extensive World Heritage List includes 

many examples of particular cultural and natural assets in Latin America which were accepted between 

1980 and 2005. In this list, both tangible and intangible heritage became of great importance. The latter 

is expressed in the traditional knowledge and skills, oral history, music, dance, rituals, language, etc. 

which are preserved by communities, groups and individuals as a part of their cultural heritage. It is a 

NLQG�RI�³OLYLQJ�FXOWXUDO�KHULWDJH´�WKDW�LV�HYLGHQW�LQ traditions, the performing arts, social expression, ritu-

als and festivities related to nature and the universe (UNESCO, 2003). 

This immaterial, intangible heritage is closely bound to the tangible heritage expressed in ar-

tefacts, objects of different kinds, musical instruments and even entire spaces of culture, such as the 

Jesuit Reducciones and Estancias. Museums play an important role in this context (VIEREGG, 

1999), such as museums of ethnology and world culture, or museums that display objects from the 

former Reducciones and Estancias. These can be seen in the museums of Buenos Aires, Cordoba 

DQG�$OWD�*UDFLD� �$UJHQWLQD��� 3RUWR�$OHJUH� �%UD]LO���$VXQFLyQ� �3DUDJXD\�� ± and of course in any 

museums in Europe which contain artefacts relating to the Society of Jesus The Reducciones 

JeVXtWLFDV� DUH� D� SDUWLFXODUO\� JRRG� H[DPSOH� IRU� ERWK� H[FDYDWLRQV� DQG� UHVHDUFK� DQG� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
with the public. Of particular importance in this sense is the Shanghai Charter on museums and tan-

gible and intangible heritage in the context of globalization1
14

. In fourteen paragraphs, it describes 
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the most important tasks and responsibilities of museums and museologists with regard to the in-

tangible heritage of the Asia Pacific region. It also focuses on the significance of intangible heritage 

DV�GHILQHG�LQ�³-HVXWL�5HFXFFLRQHV´��3DUDJXD\�15
. When we consider the Cultural Heritage that has to 

be protected, we mean first of all objects of the artistic production or other testimonies of humanity 

and famous monuments which are valued to be accepted or recognized from the past to for future 

times. But the status and the role of objects are changing according to the view of the individuals. 

The material heritage is combined with the immaterial as events, living traditions, spiritual ideas or 

religious professions, it is connected to artificial works of art or literature of an outstanding univer-

sal importance. There is on the one hand the cultural property that puts the main emphasis more on 

masterpieces in the development of architecture and architectural ensembles, extraordinary witness-

HV�RI�D�³ORVW�FXOWXUH´��RXWVWDQGLQJ�H[DPSOHV�RI�KXPDQ�VHWWOHPHQWV��1DWXUDO�+HULWDJH�- Criteria 

The natural assets must fulfil the following conditions: etc., the criteria for natural assets in-

clude outstanding examples of the geological history of the earth, evolution and ecosystems, natural 

phenomena and the in-situ-protection of biological diversity and endangered species:  

± WR�EH�RXWVWDQGLQJ�H[DPSOHV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�PDMRU�VWDJHV�RI�HDUWK¶V�KLVWRU\��LQFOXGLQJ the record 

of life, significant on-going geological processes in the development of landforms, or significant 

geomorphic or physiographic features, 

± to be outstanding examples of significant on-going ecological and biological processes in 

the evolution and development ecosystems and communities of plants and animals, 

± to represent an extraordinary natural phenomenon or an area of unusual beauty and aesthetic 

importance, 

± to contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of bio-

logical diversity, including those containing threatened species. 

On the other hand the natural assets represent outstanding examples of the geological history 

of the earth, evolution and ecosystems, natural phenomena and in-situ-protection of biological di-

versity and endangered species. 

In addition to the Cultural Heritage the Natural Heritage is also characterized.  

± Such a heritage is an outstanding example in the development of the geological history of 

the earth, including phenomena of the evolution, geological processes, geographical and geo-

morphological forms. 7KH�([DPSOH�³:ULWLQJ�RQ�6WRQH´�&DQDGD   
± This should be at least be related to the Eco-system, remarkably to plants and animals in or-

der to represent an extraordinary natural phenomenon or an area of unusual beauty and aesthetic 

importance. Natural Heritage means the most important and most typical Natural Areas for an in 

situ-protection of biological diversity, included endangered species. There are also great examples 

of Natural Heritage in Siberia: Lake Baikal (since 1996) and the Golden Mountains of Altai because 

RI�WKHLU�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�IORUD�DQG�IDXQD��7KHVH�DUH�LQ�WKH�EHVW�VHQVH�³NH\VWRQHV´�QRW�RQO\�RI�JUHDW�KHr-
itage but also as examples serving for excellent museums

16
. Universal heritage means that Heritage 

is to be seen as a whole. This is true at numerous places included on the UNESCO World Heritage 

List ± i.e. the city of Antigua/Guatemala, the Highlands of Minas Gerais, the Jesuit Missions in Ar-

gentina and Paraguay. Universal Heritage includes on the one hand both cultural and natural  Herit-

age and on the other hand an universal significance. Museums have specific tasks related to the pro-

tection of the heritage. When we for example think about archaeological excavations ± and this is 

an outstanding area of science and research in Altai/Siberia ± we have also to think about the muse-

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Zhang Wenbin, President of the Chinese national Committee of ICOM, Jacques Perrot, President of ICOM, and 

$PDUHVZDU�*DOOD��3UHVLGHQW�RI�,&20�$VLD�3DFLILF��VHH�086(806�«��������L 
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 Vieregg, Hildegard: Jesuit ReduccioneV�LQ�WKH�&RQWH[W�RI�81(6&2�:RUOG�+HULWDJH�,Q��0XVHRORJLD�H�3DWULP{QL��5evista 
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XPV� DV� VSDFHV� IRU� WKRVH� WHVWLPRQLHV� DQG� SODFHV� IRU� UHIOHFWLRQ� RI� D� ³SKLORVRSK\� RI� OLIH´��ZD\V� RI�
thinking, everyday-ritual, ceremonies, religions and faith, and systems of education ± the intangible 

heritage. Indeed this immaterial evidence combined with the original objects provides its universal 

GLPHQVLRQ´17
. As we know Museums include various fields and disciplines from cultural to natural 

and to social sciences, from sculpture to performing arts, from the History of Ancient times to con-

WHPSRUDU\�+LVWRU\��DQG�DERYH�WKDW�D�ZLGH�VSHFWUXP�RI�RWKHU�DSSURDFKHV�WR�³FXOWXUH´�LQ�JHQHUDO��$W�
the same time the focus has to be on the responsibility of Museums for on the one hand tangible and 

intangible, and on the other hand positive and negative heritage. As they have the particular task to 

interpret the cultural and natural heritage of mankind, they have also to observe the guidelines for 

Museum Ethics and the compliance with human rights. Without doubt they should impart social and 

ethical principles in any kind of museum-education. The Museum has also to be a space for the ver-

ification of identity
18

. 

World Heritage ± Museology ± Education 

A very important role plays in this concern the educational goals and intentions concerning 

Museology. These are:as e.g. ± The history and context of objects and their integration in a sur-

rounding- Approaches to cultural techniques, on the one hand as mediators of cultures and on the 

other hand as revealing of techniques;  

± Biographical aspects  

± Narrative aspects  

± Animation as an impulse to common activities. This is education in various aspects: motion; 

socialising and communication, learning by discovering and self-doing; creative activities, hobby; 

adventure, unusual and fundamental experiences in the nature: rest, reflection, meditation
19

; That is 

open to all of the people concerning life-long-learning. There is also the necessity of practical expe-

riences. When we consider the Baikal Lake or the Altai Region or some of the other original natural 

landscapes of the Earth, we at the same time should connect it to the ideas of education. Those 

unique phenomena of nature should be taught to as many people as possible. Those characteristics 

are similar to archeological heritage sites: This means to undertake personal efforts to discover 

those sites and to support the understanding in order in the love of nature.  

Approaches to Education in the International Charters and in Practice. The international 

Chartas came in the most cases into existence on the occasion of a World Heritage Meeting. They 

usually describe the different approaches to World Heritage Education. Already in the year 2000 the 

ICOM Conference in Trujillo/Peru and La Paz/Bolivia took place. It was organized together with 

the ICOM National Committees of Peru and Bolivia. Its purpose was to elaborate fundamentals for 

Museums and Tourism as well as the Management of the Cultural Heritage  (May 22-27, 2000).20 

As the first codes served not only strategies for the Management  of Museums and Tourism, rather 

PRUH� WKH�³,&20�&RGH�RI�(WKLFV´��7KLV�&RGH� LV�RQH�RI� WKH�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW�EDVLFV�FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH�
responsibility for the Heritage. Only the experts are able to provide this Code according to the nec-

essary Rules related to Museums and Tourism for future generations.  

7KH�UHVXOW�ZDV�D�³3URSRVDO�IRU�D�&KDUWD�RI�3ULQFLSOHV�IRU�0XVHXPV�DQG�&XOWXUDO�7RXULVP´�RQ�
WKH�EDVLV�DQG�LQ�DQDORJ\�RI�WKH�³,&20�&RGH�RI�(WKLFV´��%HVLGHV��RWKHU�DVSHFWV�UHODted to Museums, 

World Heritage and Tourism were involved, explained and discussed in the principals for the theme 

³0XVHXPV�DQG�7RXULVP´� Already in November 1976 ICOMOS, the International Council for the 
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Preservation of Monuments and Sites (founded 1965 in Warshaw/Poland) composed a Charta for 

WKH� FRQVHUYDWLRQ� DQG� SUHVHUYDWLRQ� RI�PRQXPHQWV�� 7KLV�ZDV� DFWXDOL]HG� ����� LQ� WKH� ³,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
&KDUWD�RQ�&XOWXUDO�7RXULVP´��$QRWKHU�³8QLYHUVDO�'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�&XOWXUDO�'LYHUVLW\�DQG�7RXULVP´�
was published by UNESCO, on the occasion of a meeting in Cuba. %HVLGHV��LQ�WKH�³:RUOG�7RXULVP�
2UJDQL]DWLRQ´� �:72�� WKH� ³(WKLFDO� &RGH� RI� 7RXULVP´� SOD\V� VLQFH� ����� D� YHU\� LPSRUWDQW� UROH�21 

7KLV�LV�RIWHQ�FRPSDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�³,&20�&RGH�RI�(WKLFV´��*DU\�(GVRQ��WKH�HGLWRU�RI�WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�
³0XVHXP�(WKLFV´�UHODWHV�SDUWLFXODUO\�WR�WKHRUHWLFDO�DQG�SUDFWLFDO�HOHPHQWV�RI�0XVHXP�3KLORVRSK\�LQ�
regard to Museums for Contemporary History. His experiences started mainly from Texas-Tech-

University and from training courses in Paraguay sand Ecuador. Tin this concern it seems to be im-

portant to mention some more different Charta and Declarations:  

± 7KH�³81(6&2�'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�&XOWXUDO�'LYHUVLW\´�������  
± 7KH�³81(6&2�&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ� WKH�3URWHFWLRQ� DQG�3URPRWLRQ�RI� WKH�'LYHUVLW\� RI�&XOWXUDO�

Expressions (2005)  

± 7KH�³6HRXO�'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�7RXULVP�LQ�$VLD¶V�+LVWRULF�7RZQV�DQG�$UHDV´������� 7KH�³0Dl-
WD�'HFODUDWLRQ�RQ�&XOWXUDO�7RXULVP´������  

± 7KH� ³3KQRP�3HQ-9LHQWLDQH�&KDUWHU� RQ�&XOWXUDO�'LYHUVLW\� DQG�+HULWDJH�7RXULVP´� ��������
Particularly the last one studies Museums and other public spaces which should be developed ac-

cording the ICOM Code of Ethics, and besides, promote the consciousness of Democracy.  

World Heritage Education Insights in Global Influences  

World Heritage Education follows an international, even global approach ± already since the 

beginning of the 17th century. The continuation lies in the interchanges of cultures and internation-

alization in the succeeding centuries until to our present. In this concern we should also consider the 

approach of the great philosopher Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767-1835) about the education of hu-

man beings
22

. Humboldt (1767-1835) Humboldt says very explicitly what the human beings are 

QHHGLQJ�� ,W� LV��³´0RVW� WROHUDQW� LQWHUDFWLRQ�DPRQJ�UHFHSWLYLW\�DQG�DFWLYLW\��KXPDQ�EHLQJ�LQside and 

WKH�ZRUOG�RXWVLGH��WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVH´��+H�DOVR�IRFXVHV�WR�WKH�0XVHXP�ZLWK�WKH�ZRUGV��
³(YHU\�KXPDQ�%HLQJ�QHHGV�DQ�LWHP�WKDW�HQDEOHV�LQGLYLGXDO�H[HUFLVH��D�³:RUOG´�RXWVLGH�KLPVHOI´23

. 

Theory of the Pioneers There is also an example of the philosophical and linguistic aspect. It 

is given by Ernst Alfred Cassirer (1874-1945) in the 1920ies. Ernst Cassirer was also a great Ger-

PDQ� SKLORVRSKHU�� +H� IRFXVHG� LQ� KLV�PRVW� LPSRUWDQW� SXEOLFDWLRQV� ³'HU� %HJULII� GHU� V\PEROLVFKHQ�
Form im Aufbau der GeisWHVZLVVHQVFKDIWHQ´��³7HUPV�DQ�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�V\PEROLF�IRUP�LQ�WKH�FRn-

WH[W�RI�VFLHQFHV´��DQG�³3KLORVRSKLH�GHU�V\PEROLVFKHQ�)RUPHQ´��³3KLORVRSK\�RI� WKH�V\PEROLF�IHa-

WXUHV´���RQ�WKH�WHUP�RI�WKH�³LQWHOOHFWXDO�HQHUJ\´�RI�D�KXPDQ�EHLQJ24
. $FFRUGLQJ�WR�&DVVLUHU¶V philos-

RSK\�DQG�WKHRU\�RI�ODQJXDJH��P\WKRV�DQG�DUW�DUH�WKH�PRVW�VLJQLILFDQW�LQWHQWLRQV�GLUHFWHG�WR�WKH�³$d-

DSWDWLRQ�RI�:RUOG´��2Q�WKLV�RFFDVLRQ�ZH�FDQ�VHH�WKDW�WKH�LQVLJKW�LQWR�WKH�:RUOG�ZDV�DOUHDG\�LQ�SUe-

vious times an important element of each kind of knowledge. 

Finally, the global insight mean the learning of common matters and the design of a World 

Community, the sense of appreciation for each of the cultures and the acceptance of the equal val-

ues. Both of them are the most important fundamentals for a culture of peace. 

In practice World Heritage Sites never exist in isolation. Much more they are porticos to spe-

cific areas in closer (e.g. national) or larger (e.g. global) contexts. In each case they deal with in-

sights into unique and at the same time diverse monument-sceneries. This means the perceptiveness 

RI�WKH�FXOWXUDO�DQG�QDWXUDO�KHULWDJH��RQ�D�NLQG�RI�³KDQGV-on-KLVWRU\´��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�PDQ\�SKHQRme-
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na comparable in a multicultural way or the dialogue of cultures in a manifold way. This is on the 

one hand specific for the authentic place itself, and on the other hand a model in the comparison to 

other sites around the World. Nevertheless, at every UNESCO World Heritage Site an example of 

the universal culture took place. 

An example: Almost all of the religions of the World created monasteries, hermitages  or in-

stitutions like cloisters. Every monastery is particular. The culture of the monasteries is of world-

wide, inter-cultural and inter-religious importance. Anyway, they and each by itself are definitely 

³&UHDWRUV� IRU�&XOWXUH´�� 7KH\� DOVR� IRFXV� IURP� WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� WKH� VRFLDO�PHPRU\� RQ� �KLVWRULRg-

raphy, prosopography) to the codification of both the rituals and the laws. Usually, they were also 

important factors in the intermediation of technical and cultural innovations. Besides, meditation, 

contemplation and prayers are of great importance. In this concern the Russian-Orthodox, the Cath-

olic Church and the Buddhists play an important role concerning the intercultural relationship. They 

emphasize on an iQWHUQDWLRQDO�³ODQJXDJH´�RI�5HOLJLRQ�DQG�WKH�$UWV��$UFKLWHFWXUH��'HYHORSPHQW�RI�
designs and patterns, prototypes for settlements, for the connection of ethnical groups, cultural 

techniques and phenomena of the intangible heritage: calligraphy, religious festivities, theatre and 

PXVLF�SHUIRUPDQFHV��³0HPRU\�RI� WKH�:RUOG´� There are for example the Catholic monasteries of 

Maulbronn in Germany and the Buddhist of Chung-Tai in Taiwan.  

The topic of monasteries may also be involved in the connection with scientific excavations 

and museums of different types ± as e.g. Antigua/Guatemala, an archaeological site with a Domini-

can History or the former Benedictine monastery of Lorsch/Germany. In this concern I will particu-

larly emphasize on innovative designs on World Heritage Sites.  

Regarding the indications of globalization and social changes the Cultural Heritage in total, 

also Museums have to be considered in another way of reflection. The Cultural Heritage as usual, 

particularly the UNESCO World Heritage, is a mental, spiritual and sometimes technical treasure 

that should become involved into the development in the future.  

Aims to the Future Let me conclude with a remark to future perspectives:  

Aims of UNESCO should be realized on the one hand on a global, national, regional and local 

base, and on the other hand in the interrelationship between all of the partners being involved. The 

symbolic and artificial importance of a monument ± DQG�DOVR�WKH�³:RUOG�+HULWDJH´�JRHV�DW�WKH�VDPH�
time into nostalgic imaginations and the picture-language of the future time. It goes also into a dis-

cussion with questions of architecture and environment, of technical and aesthetic criteria, in prob-

lems of character and style. There is particularly the use of a monument or a Memorial Site for edu-

cation in the widest sense. Above that, there is the question of a monument as a touristic object or a 

as a body for the purpose of leisure ± RU�HYHQ�IRU�D�PRGHUQ�OLIHVW\OH��$OO�RI�WKHVH�DUH�QRW�RQO\�³(u-

URSHDQ´�TXHVWLRQV�EXW�DOVR�UHTXHVWV�IRU�D�ZRUld-wide Heritage Education
25
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